Investigation of Clostridium difficile diarrhoea in a district general hospital: room for improvement?
A retrospective survey of case-notes was carried out on all patients investigated for possible Clostridium difficile diarrhoea during a 1-month period at a district general hospital. Seven of 29 patients probably had the disease, but no case of pseudomembranous colitis was documented. Delay in reporting and discrepancies between culture and cytotoxin results contributed in several cases to mismanagement. In 14 of 16 cases negative by culture and cytotoxin, a plausible non-microbiological case for diarrhoea was found, including aperients in six.